
 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN                    “Praise and Thanksgiving”                                     #689               
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS(*please rise in body or spirit)      

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your 
peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
    

KYRIE                             p. 147 
 
SONG OF PRAISE             p. 148 
 

GREETING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit 
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, 
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first, and I am the last; 
besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me. 
Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8 Do not fear or be 
afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? 
There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 (read responsively) 
11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name forevermore.  
13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; they have not set you  
    before their eyes. 
15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your  
    handmaid. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; because  
    you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s 
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation 
from bondage to death and decay. 
 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13 for if you 
live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18 I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to 
futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be 
set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for 
who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(*please rise in body or spirit)                                                             p. 151 
           
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all 
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 



 

 

wheat into my barn.’ ” 36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds 
are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin 
and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “For the Fruit of All Creation”                                                  #679 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED(*please rise in body or spirit)           p. 105 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

Each petition concludes: ”…God of Grace, hear our prayer.” 
 

The final petition: 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through 
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
  
THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERING  
(offering plates are located on the table at the back of the sanctuary. The offering plates are brought forward 
during the singing of our offering hymn.) 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER      
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your 
love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 
with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN                   “We Place Upon Your Table, Lord” v.1                    #467 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     p. 129 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                         p. 153 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 

  
COMMUNION HYMNS                                        “Lamb of God”      p. 154 

“As the Grains of Wheat” #465 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” #479 

 

BLESSING FROM THE TABLE  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING(*please rise in body or spirit) 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                        “Neither Death nor Life ”                                                          #622 
                                                      
DISMISSAL 
This worship is ended; Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

Music and Liturgy are used with permission from Augsburg Fortress, Copyright 2026, under License SB159925. Our Savior's also 
streams and shares music and liturgy with permission under CCLI Copyright License B-1593895, Streaming License B-20353219, and 
One License w/Podcasting A-742031. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
We, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, welcome all to share Christ’s love,  
grow in faith, and to live a life of service glorifying God. 
 

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by WELCA in memory of Greg 
Anderson, Jerry Huckle and Roger Haga. 
 

Preschool Sunday School Open House - Families with preschool 
children entering kindergarten in 2027 are invited to a Sunday School 
Open House on Sunday, July 19 from 4-5pm where they will have a 
chance to learn more about our Sunday School program, meet caring 
adults and youth, and participate in fun activities.  This is a great chance 
to welcome and invite friends and neighbors who are not yet 
connected with Our Savior's. All are welcome! 
 

Christmas in July is coming July 26! - You are invited to wear your 
favorite Christmas attire or accessories to worship at 9:30am.  Children 
are invited to wear Christmas PJ's, Santa hats, reindeer antlers, etc.  We 
will sing Christmas Carols and hear the scriptures in a different and new 
way, without all the hustle and bustle of the season.  Candy Canes and 
Hot Cocoa will be available during Coffee Fellowship.  
 

Splash into Faith - Registration Open - All families with Children K-6 are 
invited to register for a fun water themed day of VBS at Chautauqua 
Park (Dakota Pavillion) on Wednesday, August 5th from 9:30-
2pm.  Adult and Youth Volunteers are need to welcome families and 
greet children.  This event is open to the whole community and a great 
chance to connect with non-member families.  Red Willow staff will 
lead activities, camp songs, and games. 
 

Great Plains Foodbank Distribution - Epworth UMC is hosting the next 
food distribution on Tuesday, August 4 from 1:30pm - 3pm.  Volunteers 
are needed to help distribute food to local households 
 

The Summer Grocery Store through The Bridges Backpack Program  will 
be open again this year.  It will be open every Wednesday evening from 
June 4 through August 6, 5-7pm.  Enter the High School through door 
#W6 and watch for the OPEN sign by the door.  This is a free program 
open to everyone during the summer when school lunches are not 
available.  The program receives some food from the Great Plains Food 
Bank but is also supported by local churches and organizations.  
Perishable items such as fresh fruits and veggies, and refrigerated or 
frozen items, can be dropped off at Faith Lutheran Church and they will 
make sure they are given to the Store.  Suggested donation items 
include: canned chicken or tuna, soup, fruit, ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, 
boxed cereal, pasta and mac & cheese, Hamberger Helper, potato 
chips, syrup, baking items and rice.  These items can be left in the tote 
in the Gathering Area here at OSLC. Donation checks can be made out 
to and mailed to: Bridges Backpack Program, Inc, 674 10th Ave SW, 
Valley City, ND 58072.  If you would like to volunteer on one of these 
Wednesdays, please contact Pr Jared or the office. 
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Radio Broadcasts: There are currently many Sundays open to sponsor.   Please contact Ann in the office if you 
would like to help with this important outreach ministry.  If you have a special Sunday in mind, please reserve 
it as soon as possible to ensure it is available. The cost to sponsor each Sunday broadcast is $100. 
 

Good Samaritans Quilters are always looking for used sheets and fabric: the quilters are asking, as you clean 
closets and downsize, to keep them in mind. They are looking for used sheets (no white, please) and fabric 
(cotton preferred).  If you have questions, please contact Ann in the office. 
 

The Missionary Calendar for 2026 has been posted. Be sure to stop by and sponsor a special day.  The cost for 
each day is $25. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS: 
We're continuing a practice at Our Savior's to be mindful of our prayer for one another. Each week, staff will 
be praying for, and congregation members are encouraged to pray for families of the congregation, by name. 
This week we pray for David & Heide Beierle, Jason & Amelia Belgard, Jerry & Kelly Bennefeld, Ross & Caron 
Berg, and Melissa Beutler families. "First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone" 1 Timothy 2:1  
 

 
A look ahead at the week of July 19th  to July 26th, 2026. 
 

TODAY:  8:45 am | Coffee and Fellowship  
9:30 am | Worship 

  9:30 am | Facebook Worship Livestream 
  11:00 am | KOVC 1490 AM/96.3 FM Radio Broadcast 
 
TUES:  9:00 am | Quilters 
  1:30 pm | Text Study 
     
WEDS:  9:30 am | Bible Study  
        
SAT:  7:30 am | Men’s Bible Fellowship 
       
SUN (7/26): 8:45 am | Coffee and Fellowship  

9:30 am | Worship – Christmas in July 
  9:30 am | Facebook Worship Livestream 
  11:00 am | KOVC 1490 AM/96.3 F Radio Broadcast  
 

               


